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During discussion great importance was laid on settlement of the Hindu-
Muslim question as the real crux of the minority problem The impression was
created that if the Hindu-Muslim question was settled the claims of other
minorities would be automatically adjusted

The stand against communal representation and separate representation
is reported to have been made by Mr Gandhi towards the close of today's
sitting of the unofficial committee after i cpresentativcs of vanous mmonties had
presented their claims for separate representation and the quantum of represen-
tation

Mr Gandhi is reported to have given expression to the sense of unreality
if all claims were taken at their face value and said that he felt cramped
and hemmed in amid a plethora of claims. Though he had not been idle he
was hitheito unable to see daylight but if he saw light he would act

Mr, Gandhi is reported to have expressed the belief that he was able
to help but to have invited the conference to elect another chauman if they
thought otherwise^ for he would not be ashamed to say that he had tried
and failed

Urging the need for a spirit of conciliation, Mr. Gandhi is icpoited to
have invited the Conference to take more time if necessaty, but declared that
he was unable to compromise on fundamentals and, desirous as they were
to see India a great nation, the Congress would never agree to communal re-
presentation and would be unworthy of its name if it allowed separate re-
presentation.

The Hindu, 6-10-1931

96.   LETTER TO E. DOLBT SHELTON

October 6\ 1931

BEAR  FRIEND,

I was delighted to receive your letter and to recall the
pleasant days I spent under your roof at Ventnor,1

I have not seen the Vegetarian News. I was a born vegetarian,
but I had lapsed from my vegetarianism owing to foolish compa-
nionship in youth. On coming to London I became a convinced
vegetarian, through having read Mr. Salt's essay.

Is this quite clear?

Tours sincerely^
From a photostat: S.N. 17889

xThe reference presumably is to the visit mentioned in Autobiography
md& Vol. XXXIX, p. 55.